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witnessed the mob event 
and does not call blacks by 
that "arne . . 
"Like in the Senter 
t.hing, we can't continue to 
blame peopie. Senter was 
at that mob when he was 
14 years old," Silver said. 
"That ought to be forgot· 
ten because people can 
change. 
"Lyndon Johnson 
changed and became about 
the number one civil rights 
leader in the United 
StatP.s." 
But he added, "If Senter 
ever did call clvil rights 
leaders 'niggers,' 1 don't 
think it's all right in that 
case." 
Although be s3ld the 
Senter issue might be one 
of overreaction, another 
issue seemed to make SiI· 
ver's activi:;t blood boil. 
"What some of you In 
Mis~issippi have done to 
grade school and high 
school teachers is out of 
this world," he said of the 
State Department of Edu· 
cation's expected recom· 
mendation to raise state 
requirements for awarding 
teacher certificates. Cur· 
rently, teachers must 
make a score of more than 
850 on the National Teacb-
ers Examination to teach 
In MJssissippi. The antici· 
pated proposal, howe.·er, 
would rai5e Inat cu\-(',ff 
mark to 1,000 - a score 
only 20 percent of black 
Mississippi students 
achieved Oil last yea r's 
test. 
Silver's speech, whiclJ 
primarily revlewpd his 
years at Ole Miss, was or.e 
of both serious analysis 
and comic antidotes as he 
discussed the university's 
stature, his allies - and 
his advelOarles - of the 
~ra . 
As he introduced the 
"astlJunding" details of an 
investigation by universi· 
ty.rela! l'd offida!s who al· 
leged that Silver's outspo· 
kenness was an infringe-
ment on his duties as a 
professor, Silver quipped, 
"I hope some of these peo. 
pie are still alive because 
they deserve to suffer." 
Reflecting on those spe-
cific times, he questioned 
officials' claims that they 
were preserving the pres-
tige of Ole Miss; Silver 
said there was little of it 
to save in those days, add· 
Ing "Nobody In their right 
mind would go to Old Miss 
for an education anyway." 
But his luting opinion 
--_ ..... - -....... - . 
of the university where he 
laught 30 years seems to 
hold more compassion. 
"Whiic 1 was at Ole 
Miss, 1 felt a had a pur· 
pose - a mission - in 
llfe. At Notre Dame, 1 had 
less of that feeling. Now, 
in Florida, I'm gettmg 
paid more ihan ever for 
doing ncthing. 
"It's a lousy school, Ole 
Miss was eighteen times 
better," Silver said in the 
interview. "1 expected to 
s;>end my entire life at Ole 
Miss." 
Although he seems will· 
ing to accept many of 
those early foes who now 
have quieted their protests 
and ha ve strayed from the 
"closed SOCiety," he said 
that acceptance is not of· 
fered for some of their thl 
leaders - primarily those 
serving in public offices -
who orchestrated the anti· 
civil rights movement. 
"For instance, 1 don't 
think you can resurcect 
Bill Simmons (formerly 
the national administrator 
of the Citizens Councils of 
America) by any means," 
he said. "And 1 still think 
(Sen. James 0.) Eastland 
will go down in history as 
a complete defender of 
wrong - and he should." 
Silver gave no firm an· 
swers when asked where 
he would retire after his 
last class Wednesday, but 
he hinted that moving 
back to Mississippi prob-
ably would offer him little 
escape from the reminders 
of that early struggle . 
Even durmg hIS week· 
end stop here, he was of· 
fered the opportunity to 
get away from it all - but 
dec'itleG the relaxation 
would have to b4C' on an un· 
acceptable terrain. 
The inviwtion was made 
by a former Ole Miss stu-
dent who attended his 
Jackson speech and who 
had bcE>n st.anding at Sil-
ver's SIde when the riots 
broke out at the uliivc:sity 
on Sf'pt.ember 30, 1962, 
during the administration 
of Gov Ross R. Barnett .-
who publicly advocated 
separation of the races. 
"Why don't you stay 
around and we can go fish· 
ing together?" suggested 
the former student, who 
now is a J ackson attorneY. 
Silver looked up to con· 
sider tbe offer - then his 
eyes sparked as he real· 
ized where the best fishing 
waters are in these parts. 
"Me? .. . Go fishing at the 
ROSS BAR~~TT 
RESERVOIR?" 
Although fishing appar· 
ently was no\ on his agen' ! 
da this stop. Silver did 
take time out to travel to 
Oxford before finally re-
turning to Florida - at 
least until Mississi ppi 
lures him back for another 
reunion. 
